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Institut Savoisien d’études Françaises 
(ISEFE) at the Université de Savoie
 
Intensive French Language and Cultural Studies

Location
Chambéry is an average-size town located at an important 
crossroads in the heart of the French Alps. It is about 3 
hours from Paris and the Mediterranean coast. Tourists 
enjoy the area for its Alpine and cross-country skiing and 
its water sports. It is well connected to major French and 
European cities by the high speed TGV train.

Program Details 
The university specializes in teaching French as a foreign 
language to students from non-Francophone countries. 
Past programs have included a welcome weekend tour 
of Chambéry and Savoie; a welcome cocktail party and farewell din-
ner gala; organized extracurricular activities, many of which are free; 
tutor assistance; and access to all ISEFE resources.

Courses and Credits
French language and culture courses are provided for beginning, 
intermediate, and advanced students. Courses aim to expand 
students’ knowledge of French culture while honing their reading, 
speaking, and listening skills. Students are placed in appropriate 
language levels according to a placement exam taken before arrival. 

A typical program includes 15 hours per week of small-group 
instruction, 3 hours per week of monitored language lab, and 3 
workshops on aspects of local life (108 total hours of instruction, 
including lab; usually 5 – 6 US credits, depending on the 
home university’s transfer policy). Most afternoons include a 
comprehensive range of organized sporting or leisure activities. 

Housing and Meals 
Students stay in single rooms in double 
apartments in downtown Chambéry. 
Meals are not included, but a kitchen  
is available.

Dates
June 4 – July 16, 2010

ISEP-direct Cost
$3,100 includes tuition, housing, orientation, and 
activities. Plus a $60 non-refundable application fee.  
 

Deadline to apply
May 1, 2010
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